[Spontaneous regression of primary central nervous system lymphoma: a case report].
A rare case of primary central nervous system lymphoma that regressed spontaneously as shown on serial cranial magnetic resonance imagings (MRI) is described. A 60-year-old woman was admitted to our hospital with a well-enhanced mass lesion in the cerebellum although MRI had demonstrated no abnormal findings 4 months before admission. On admission, She complained of headache, but no neurological deficits were observed. The patient underwent exploratory craniotomy and the tumor was partially removed on February 14. Pathologic examination suspected B-cell type of malignant lymphoma. Postoperative MRI performed on February 23, 2001 showed disappearance of the mass lesion without further treatment. Different polymerase chain reaction (PCR) assays detected clonal immunoglobulin heavy chain gene rearrangements in paraffin-embedded tissues diagnosed as B-cell lymphoma. The patient was discharged without any neurological deficits for two weeks and was followed up on MRI. One year after operation, MRI revealed an abnormal finding in the cerebellum without apparent neurological deterioration. Radiation therapy of the whole brain and the local site was carried out with a total dose of 50Gy. MRI demonstrated complete remission of the tumor following radiation therapy. She was admitted again to our hospital with right hemiparesis on May, 2003. Subsequently, systemic chemotherapy was carried out. The patient died 2 years and 10 months after her initial presentation.